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 You are invited to join us  for a 

field trip with the quoll seekers 

network members on Saturday 3 

September at the  Mareeba Wet-

lands. The aim of the field day is 

to get to know members of both 

groups better, to present informa-

tion about quolls, what the net-

work does, and how we can be-

come involved in understanding 

quolls.  

 

Following the presentation, we 

will be taken  into the Reserve and 

shown how to use the automated 

trigger cameras. The Mareeba 

Wetlands has a healthy population 

of northern quolls so it is a good 

place to set up the cameras and 

hopefully get some images as well 

as potentially seeing wild ones 

live. This is a great opportunity 

for Conservancy members to learn 

about quolls, and take part in 

some real hands on field research. 

There are special weekend deals 

on offer at Jabiru Safari Lodge for 

those wishing to enjoy a weekend 

in the Reserve, but spaces are al-

ready limited. Contact Neil or Liz 

at the Wetlands on 4093 2514. 

 

The presentation on quolls will 

commence at the Visitor Centre at 

4.30pm. Prior to that we holding a 

short AGM, followed by after-

noon tea, so please come along a 

little earlier at 3.30pm.  

For more information and to 

RSVP please email Gwyneth 

Nevard.  We need to know num-

bers for catering purposes! 

Quolls and More for Members! 

The Mareeba Wetlands had an 

extraordinary wet season this last 

year, kicking off with over 184 

mm in November (nearly 10 

times the 2009 figure).  

 

The total wet season rain was 

1484mm, nearly double the 

2009/2010 figure,  and the 

causeways were up for days at a 

time. It’s only in June that the 

Pandanus Flat track has finally 

dried out. Significant damage 

has occurred to internal tracks 

that are currently being worked 

on. 

 

Meanwhile Pandanus Lagoon is at 

very low levels, making for 

interesting bird spotting . 

Big Wet Season 
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Carol Iles ï Birdwatching Guide  

Caro l  works  as  a  f r ee l ance 

birdwatching guide for a number of 

birding sites including the Mareeba 

Wetlands, Redmill House in the 

Daintree and Kingfisher Park at 

Julatten.  She has travelled all over 

Australia with her husband Andrew 

and is currently a Julatten resident.  

She particularly likes the Mareeba 

Tropical Savanna and Wetland Reserve 

because she says it has some of the best 

‘bush birds’ in the region.  Carol’s 

‘Top 10’ birds for the Reserve are: 

Black - throat ed  Finch ;  Brown 

Treecreeper; Grey-crowned Babbler; 

Baillon’s Crake; White-browed Crake; 

Squatter Pigeon; Red-tailed Black 

Cockatoo; Black-necked Stork (Jabiru); 

Brolga; and Sarus Crane.   Other 

favourites of Carol’s are: Great 

Bowerbird; Dollarbird; Rainbow bee-

eater; and Glossy Ibis.  Carol has noted 

that Cotton Pygmy Geese seem to be in 

decline everywhere, with fewer 

showing-up in Far North Queensland, 

compared to 10 years ago, when up to 

200 were once counted on the Reserve.  

She and Andrew have the ambition of 

visiting 100 countries before they 

die...they’re currently on 92 but like 

Far North Queensland so much that 

they might not make it!  Carol can be 

contacted on 07 4094 1268 or 

 carol.iles@hotmail.com.au    
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Lodge News 
Staff changes at Jabiru Safari Lodge 

With Chook and Tracey’s departure 

from the Lodge to establish their own 

birding tour operation, Jess and Garry 

have been hosts and guides at the 

Wetlands for the last couple of months  

Although they are moving-on due to 

the severe downturn in tourism  in 

northern Australia  we wish them well 

for the future.  From mid August, 

business owners Liz and Neil will be 

hands on running the lodge themselves.  

 

Chook is back regularly at the 

Wetlands doing Early Birders’ trips and 

‘Birdweeks’, as well as Cape York/Iron 

Range safaris. There is a second  

Birdweek coming up in September 

which still has places available and a 

10% discount to Conservancy 

members. 

 

Meals on the Deck 

The new dining on the Lagoon Deck 

has been very well received by lodge  

guests and provides a more up-market 

‘Lodge’ atmosphere than the BBQ 

Packs. The arrangements with Mareeba 

Indigenous training organisation 

‘Murri’s Delights’ to do the catering 

are working well and a menu with 

indigenous flavours has delighted 

guests.  

 

More overseas tourists head to the 

Wetlands 

International interest in the Lodge was 

very strong at the Australian Tourism 

Exchange in June. The Lodge had a 

very full appointment schedule with 

some of the major European and US 

tour operators. The outback and 

wildlife experience that is so accessible 

to Cairns proved very popular, 

especially to the Dutch, German and 

Swiss markets.  International guest 

numbers have been increasing strongly 

over the past 3 years and now make up 

close to 75% of our guests.  

Jabiru—one of Carole’s Top 

Ten Spots at the Wetlands 

Carol at  the Visitor Centre 

Black-throated  finch 

mailto:carol.iles@hotmail.com.au


 

 

Page 3 of 4  JABIRU  

It seems the emu ‘kids’ don’t want to 

leave home! Even after 18 months of 

care and nurture, they are still clinging 

to Dad. Mum and Dave were sighted a 

few kilometres from the lodge recently 

and Dad appears to be getting a little 

‘toey’ waiting for Mum to return. Two 

new emus have arrived recently- most 

likely the other 2 females. 

 

The Gouldian Finches are currently  

breeding well in the Visitor Centre 

aviaries. The big wet has provided 

significant other options for the 

waterbirds, who have been a bit slow to 

return to the wetlands this year. There 

has been a slow return of darters, 

cormorants, jabirus and egrets , along 

with black swans and a few flocks of 

ducks and pygmy geese. Brolgas and 

Sarus cranes have begun arriving at 

Pandanus Lagoon and it has started to 

teem again with birdlife. 

 

 The Reserve’s large quoll population 

have been quite active recently with 

some inquisitive quolls venturing out 

onto the dining deck in the evening, to 

the delight of guests. Eastern Greys and 

Agile Wallabies have been regularly 

sighted on wildlife safaris, although the 

longer grass resulting from the wet 

season has been making it difficult to 

spot kangaroos on Pandanus Flat.   

 

A number of snakes have been sighted 

around the Lodge, including some very 

large Water pythons. One smaller 

Green Tree Snake even decided to join 

for a ride in the boat, much to the 

consternation of  the guests! 

Wildlife 

Brolga—preening. 

Volunteers 
Over the summer period we were lucky 

to have Roland Digby as resident 

warden at the Wetlands. Roland works 

for the Wildfowl and Wetlands Trust 

(WWT) in the UK, and specialises in 

avian reintroductions.  Roland was 

‘blown away’ by the biodiversity of the 

Wetlands, and Far North Queensland.  

He spent much of his time  focusing on 

the Gouldian Finches and  writing 

release plans and protocols for the 

future of the programme. He also learnt 

how to survive a tropical wet season! 

 

Roland has returned to his paid job and 

is working all round the world 

collecting rare duck eggs for the WWT, 

and I believe he was last heard of in 

Madagascar! 

 

Meanwhile volunteer Rhiannon Hanby 

has been regularly visiting the wetlands. 

Rhiannon works in Cairns and is 

studying for a degree in Wilderness 

Reserves and Wildlife with the 

University of Queensland.  She 

volunteers at the Mareeba Tropical 

Savanna and Wetland Reserve on a 

regular basis, undertaking a variety of 

land management tasks such as weed 

control and vegetation management, as 

well as participating in waterbird and 

finch surveys.  She says that she loves 

her work on the Reserve because it is 

allowing her to put into practice many 

of the things she is learning during her 

degree.  Once she is qualified, Rhiannon 

intends to broaden her experience and 

work with large mammals, perhaps 

travelling to Africa.  If you know of 

anyone interested in volunteer warden 

work on the Reserve, please contact 

G w y n e t h  N e v a r d  o n 

info@wildlifequeensland.com.au. 

Emus at the Wetlands 

Volunteer Rhiannon Hanby 

Gouldians breeding again 

mailto:info@wildlifequeensland.com.au
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The Conservancyôs AGM for 2011 
has been scheduled to take place 
on the same afternoon as the Quoll 
Discovery Day on Saturday 3rd 
September, commencing a little 
earlier at 3.30 pm with afternoon 
tea at the Visitor Centre.  To be 
followed by the quoll activities.  
 
Our current Board of Management 
members are: Terry  Carmichael, 
Phil Druery, Merrilee Frankish, Tim 
Nevard, and Annabelle Olsson. Our 
loyal and hardworking Board would 
welcome some new nominations 
and fresh faces! So please consider 
nominating someone,  or indeed 

yourself . All paperwork, including 
nomination forms, is attached or will 
be emailed.  
 
If you are unable to come, please 
help us by completing and returning 
a proxy form in favour of someone 
who is attending or a Board 
member.  
 
If you have any questions 
regarding your Conservancy 
membership, please contact  
volunteer extraordinaire Viv 
S o n n t a g  b y  e m a i l  a t  
sonntags@westnet.com.au     

 
 
 
 
Dates:  
 
September:  
 
 Sat 3rdðAGM 
 Sat 3rdðQuoll Day   
 Tablelands Birdweek 

Depart 25th  7 nts  
 

AGM! 

Did you know? ï Babblers 

‘Did you know that the Grey-crowned Babbler (Pomatostomus temporalis), currently one of 
the most characteristic birds of the Mareeba Tropcal Savanna and Wetland Reserve, is in seri-

ous trouble in the southern part of its range? The key process that has led to the decline of the 

eastern subspecies of the GCB has been the historic loss and fragmentation of its preferred 

woodland habitat.  This is because GCBs generally have a poor ability to immigrate across 

unsuitable habitats. As a consequence of fragmentation, breeding success and groups sizes de-

cline. Isolated GCB groups then become more susceptible to events such as cyclones or floods 

leading to local extinction. Once a fragment has lost its population of GCBs, natural re-

colonisation rarely occurs because of the species poor dispersal ability.  It is therefore critically 

important for the Mareeba Tropical Savanna and Wetland Reserve to remain connected-up to 

surrounding GCB habitats and not become isolated – meaning that every bit of native vegeta-

tion is worth keeping! 
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